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TO THE 


Right Honourable 
Hal, Lord Withughty, 


e or 
M Les * | 


1 in Hopes Your Lordſhip won't take it ill, that 
have put this Funeral Diſcourſe under Your Ho- 
nourable Patronage. 2 


. The maxy Teſtimonies Tou have given me, both of the 
Goodneſs of Jour Nature, and the great Value You 


entertained for my Dear Brother, the Reverend Mr. 


Chorkon, now deceas d, are ſufficient Encouragements to 
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* The eee 
inſcribe theſe Papers, where my own Obligations, at the le. 
ame, Time, are the greateſt. And as I wou'd not wil. 

ly come "ſhort in making juſt Acknowledgments fer 
the Dead, /o | cant be eaſy under am thing. that looks |} 
like Neglect in the Living, 


The Deceaſed Was a juſt, ſincere, and . bearty Ad- 
mirer of Jour Lordſhip's diſcerning Judgment, Your 
Charitable Temper, and Your Publick Spirit. I find 
.my ſelf under no Neceſſity to attempt the Charafter of 
Mr. Chorſton, that the Lord Willoughby. ui be in- No 
form d how great a Man we have . That bis Ge- ſou 
nius was enlarged and ſtrong, his Judgment compre- Nes 
henfive -and clear, his Elocution admirable. and flowing; I d. 


| that bis Stile was inſtructive and juſt, and by Images 


| N Þ conſidered. e utely, and e the NO which is 
0 6 bear 


very Vivid and ſhining ; are what all -who knew him muſt 
own. He was well furniſh'd wich | uſeful Learning, 
© which ſhone thro? the moſt deſirable Ornaments of Humi- 
'' lity and Modeſty. His Diſcourſes from the Pulpit 
were o well 73 that Men of Letters admir'd them, 
and the meaneſt Capacities Were inſtructed and pleas'd, 
When he pleaded with Simers, all the Motives of Per [was 

fron were at Hand, which he Wr well bow to- urge, and 
how far they won d go. And nom t hat Heaven has re- 

mod bim, how undeſirable à Proſpect does it give us 

of. Humane Life, and of this Dying state? Were they 
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the Þbec to the future World, who wou'd Aims Why. 
A j aſt thou. made all Men | in vain ? EY 
or 


Theſe Melancholy Truths conſe dered, Your Lord. 


up will join uith the Mourning Society, and entertain 
me generous Pity and Concern for thoſe, who ſurvive to 
the Room of ſo great a Man. 15 


I have Nothing to offer. in the Favour of my own 
performance; /uch as it is, I woud ſhelter it under 
\ our Lordſhip 's Protection, knowing that Your Ho- 
ourable . wl go far to ſave from Death the. 
emory of my 1 1 The $ * is ſuch as 
dare recommend. | 


Had it been ſome 1 narrow 2 controverted Point, 
hich de ſign d only the Ser vice of a Party, I ſhowd not 
we made my Addreſſes this way : But, in Regard the 
verlaſting Prieft-hood of our Redeemer is one con- 
derable Foundation of aur Common Chriſtianity, and 
great Support to Worſhipping Societies, when their 
aſtors are remoyd by Death: I hope 24 Lordfhip will 
eive this ſmall Preſent with the e Goodneſs and 
Jondeſcention, with which Jou ve . been pleas 4 to 

tertain its Author. | 


May Tour Lordſhip be 4 continu d to aſſert the 
ommon Rights and Lede of Mankind, and of 


Tour 
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vi The Duvicarion 
Hur Country, a Bright Example of real Goodneſs 


and Chriſtian Piety. May Tour Life be a conſtant 
. Purſuit of Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, that 
Eternal Life may be Yours at laſt, and You for ever ad- 


mitted into the Joy and Preſence of the great Exalted | 


Hligh- Prieſt, in the ſincere and hearty Prayer of, my Lord, 


© Your Lordſhip's p 
WP Moſt Obedient, 
Moſt Faithful, 


: 


And Humble Servant, 
oy . hp Pour 
a A M. to a 
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Heb. VII. 23, 24. . 
And they truly were many Prieſts, becauſe they 


were not ſuffered to continue by le eaſon of 


Death. But this Man, becauſe be continu- 
eth ever, bath. an Uncbunge able Prieſt. hood 


Awful and Affecting. God has been pleaſed to 

. remove from us One who was Dear and Valuable 

in many Re ſpects. Herein we ſee how great. the Differ- 
ence is, many times, between the Divine Hill, and our 
Wiſhes, Might the Iſſues have been after the way of our 
our own Hearts, this Day's Solemnity had been turn'd in- 
to another, of Publick Praiſes and Thanksgiving for his Re- 
covery, rather then ſpent thus in Sighs and Mourning. 
But the All-wiſe God has executed his holy Purpoſe, 
and called home what we had no Rzght to, but of meer 
Goodneſs and Bounty. Tho' he has Weaken'd us, he has 
done us no Wrong. Let us therefore juſtiſie the Divine 


T Occaſion of this Solemn Meeting, is truly 


Conduct, when he ſeems to contend ; and learn we the. | 


Inſtructions which are ſpoken to us by the Voice of this 
Mournful Providence. F | | 
In order to aſſiſt yo# and y ſelf to do ſo, I have made 


choice of the Words I have read to you; which fuffici- 
4 ently 
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of tlie preſent unſettled State and Condition o 


preceding Context; where tis plain, he gives the du: 
Preference and Excellency to the Office of our Lord Re 
clee mer, above that of the Levitical Order. Upon this 
Argument the Author employs a very conſiderable Evi 
Auction. He was made Prieſt not without an Oath, but the 
and Deſignation, God leaving the matter free, either t 
But the Lord Jeſus was Inſtalled by an Oath, by which 


Sware, and will not Repent, thou art a Prieſt for ever, af- 
ter the. Order of Melchiſedec. 25 8 
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Surety of a better Teſtament. i. e. as there was an Excel- 
lency in the Oath conſtituting Chriſt in his Offce, ſo there 


f thi 
Church, occafion'd. by the Mortality of thoſe who mini 
ſter in Holy Things; afſd they preſent us at the ſame time 
with the merciful Proviſion which is made for the Church 
es Support and Comfort, in the Perpetuity of the Redeqy: 
ers Prieſt-hood. 1 F 
That the view of the inſpired Writer's Deſign maz 
be more diſtin& and clear, let us turn back a little to the 
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dence ; The Solemnity that attended the Mediator's Intro 
had no ſuch” Confirmation; only by Appointmen 
continue that Inſtitution, or diflolve it, as he pleaſed 
he is perpetuated in his Office. Heb. VII. 20, 21. {he Lord 

And to convince the Hebrews, to whom this Epiſtle was 
ſent, that the Levitical Oeconomy, was not to be inſiſted 
upon, and adhered unto, he infers the Dignity and 


Worth of the New Teſtament Diſpenſation, as much pre 
ferable to the Old, ver. 22. By ſo much was Jeſus made 4 


. en fred aj . 


is in the Office conſtituted, That Solemnity made the 
Office Perſonal, and appropriate to the Redeemer, and 
ſecur'd the Bleſſings of it for ever to the Redee med. 
He was the Surety of it on both Parts ; and there- 
tore, tig but Reaſonable and Juſt he ſhould be complied! 
with, in his Fropoſals for our Salvation. | 3 
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The ſame Defign is purſu'd in eur Texts where wes 
find theſe Two Things. r. The frail and inconſtant, 
ſtate of thoſe who were called to Miniſter in the Serviee 
God. They were many, and ſucceeded. one another 
in the ſame Office; and that both in the Holy Prieſt-hood, 
and in the inferior Degrees: They were not ſuffer d to con- 
tinue by Reaſon of Death : They ſucceeded each other in 
their Work, and were not ſuffer'd to abide by it; how 
well qualified ſoever, Death gave them their Diſmiſſion, 
and laid them aſide, tho! greatly valu'd, and much deſi- 
red. That great Devourer is inexorable to all Intrea- 
ties, when his Commiſſion is Sealed. | | 

This is equally true of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, as it was 
of the Jewiſh. There is a Succeſſion, becauſe they are; 
not ſuffer'd to continue by Reaſon of Death. Mortali- 
ty has ſpread its Shadows over thoſe who Preach Eternal 


. 


Life, in all Ages of the Church. Blefed Paul, and his 


holy Aſſociates, were not diſcharg'd from the Aſſaults of 
the laſt Enemy. So that here we may take a Proſpect, 
and make the ſame Judgment of our own State, which 
is Unſettled, and Succeſſive, as well as that in Aaron's Fa- 
mily. 

2. The Sufficiency and Perpetuity of our Saviour's Of. 


ce: But this Man, becanſe he continueth ever, hath an un- 


changeable Prieſi-hood. This Paſſage is very aukwardly ren- 


dred into Engliſh, #3, but He, i. e. Chriſt Jeſus, men- 


tion'd v. 22. And as this is a ſtrong Conviction to 
the Jews, to own and acknowledge him; ſo tis a Con- 
ſolatory to the Chriſtian Church, and an Encouragement 
to place our dependance on him. Thoſe who are 

ſelyted over from Sin to the Belief of the Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine, and to a hearty Engagement upon a good Life, 


are ſerved by a conſtant Succeſſion of Inſtruments, who 


die one after- another: But ſtill their Caſe and Circum- 


ſtance is not ſo hopeleſs and forſaken, as. the firſt Ap- 
B . pearance . 


pearanee of it may ſeem to ſuggeſt. The inferior Shep- 
ow who 0 by a Second-hand Commiſſion, are call'd Io 


off their Attendance and Duty; but the great, the good 
Shepherd is not to be diſmiſs'd from his Charge, nor de; 
 Priv'd of his Qualifications. So that we may lift up our 
| drooping Heads and Spirits, and behold the Immortal 
| Guide of the Church, eſtabliſh'd for ever in his Office for 
our good, "LY 
'T ſhall diſcourſe of both theſe diſtinctly: And to ſhew 
you the Advantages of the latter, twill be neceſſary we 
take ſome notice of the Imperfections and Diſadvantages 
of the Former. FERN 
Ihe infinite Glory and Capacity of the Redeemer's 2 
Office, will be more agreeable after we have; been a 2 
while converſing among the Shades. Our Priviledges will || fi 
ö be more valued, when put in the Scale with our Bur- 
dens and our Grievances. | 
From the dark fide of the Proſpe& we may obſerve, 
JT the Church on Earth is ſupplied by a Succeſſion of 
ih wh they mot being ſuffered to continue by Reaſon of 
1h ath. ; | 
li This is the Appointment of unerring Wiſdom, and well 
adapted to the preſent State. Tis indeed attended with 
ſome Diſadvantages, but has many more Beauties in it than 
any other Method. In this Diſpenſation Providence is 
cloathed with its brighteſt Ornaments, and governs the 
li; Church in a way altogether worthy of a Divine Agent, 
I ſhall here Diſcourfe a little upon theſe Two Points, 
| [ 1. The Inconveniences of this Conſtitution, what there is 
[ 
| 
| 
1 
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aſſuctive in it, that Miniſters die. In Regard tis offered 
{| here as an Imperfection of the Levitical Prieſt- hood, and ſo 
it is of ourt. | HOES 
2. The Advantages and Suitableneſt of this way: Where 
we ſhall fee, twas a thing worthy of God, and becoming 
dis perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to make this Choice. 
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1. Let 
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and they are Three. 


1. Miniſters are removed from their Work, when arriv'd 
t a conſiderable Degree of Uſefulneſs. When Pains and | 
Study, Obſervation and Experience have furniſh'd them for 
great and eminent Services, then Death ſteps in, their Breath. iſ 
is withdrawn, and the Church becomes a Mourning Widow. 
w || Tis a Loſs much to be lamented, when they are taken off | 
ve in the midſt of their Days, when Abilities are much encrea- Wi 
res ſed, and many Years good Service might have been hop'd for. 


1. Let'1is'Confider the Diſadvantages of this Conftituti- | 
on, that Miniſters ſucceed one another, by Reaſon of Death; Wl 


How unhappy the Diſappointment, when our Expectations 


rs are raiſed,and our Hopes enlarged, of much Glory to God, 
a and great Uſefulneſs in the Church, to have all on the 

ill | fadden, ſwallow'd np by Death and the Grave. 

Ir- 2. There's uſually euch time ſpent before others can ar- 


rive (if ever) to that Meaſure of Serviceableneſs. While 


Preparations are making, the Church is ſerved, but with 
Experience their Predeceſſors had acquir'd, are dead with 
could with their laſt Breath, transfer the Improvements of 
Others are leſt to glean for themſelves, and to gather a 


Stock with hard Labour and Pains. 
3. The Removal of Miniſters by Death, does 


4 of Men take Fire by that which might rather be expected 


ſo to quench and kill them. How frequently has it been 
known, that upon the Death of Eminent Miniſters, } 


re their Flocks have been ſtrangely bewildred? How have they 


1g run into Parties and Diviſions? The Bond of Peace has | 
been broke. That Harmony and Union which are the | 
Badge, the Ornament and Strength of Chriſtian Societies, 

et B 2 quite 


great Diſadvantage. All the Learning, the Prudence and 
them. What a valuable Bequeſt would that be, if they | 4 


frequently 
give occaſion to many Troubles and Breaches in the Church. 
No ſach uſe ſhou'd be made of it; yet what ſhou'd not be, 
very often is choſen before what ought: The Corruptions | 


their Minds ! But alas That muſt not, that cannot be : 


N quĩte diſſolv d! Upon the whole, who can but look upon 

= it as an awful, afflictive Providence, when Paſtors of great Une 
= Uſe and Eminence are remov'd from their Flocks ? Tis 

a Time for the Tryal of Chriſtians in their ſeveral Capaci- 

ties, and in the Exerciſe of all their Vertues. ” hs 
2. As this muſt be acknowledg'd a Caſe which gives us I 
but a Melancholy Proſpe&, and which carries much of 

Danger in it; however, tis wiſely ordered by the Divine 
Providence to ſerve many conſiderable Ends; as, 

t. The Mortality of Mznifters, gives Life and Spirit to 
their Endeavours, while they live. Tis no invidious Re- 
flection to ſay, the beſt need a Spur; to be rouzed and 
animated. Now what greater Motive to Faithfulneſs and 
Zeal, than the Thoughts of a Man's own approaching 
Diſſolution? We know not how ſoon our Commiſſion 
may be withdrawn, and our Accounts brought to an Au- 
dit. We are not ſure of a long time to finiſh the Mini- 
ſtry, and to gather Souls in to the Lord Jeſus. The Trea- 

ty may be quickly interrupted, and broken, and we call 
Hime. I herefore we ſhou'd labour to our utmoſt to win 
| Sinners over, to convince them of their Danger and their 
| 


Sin, that they may ſubmit to the;Termg of the Goſpel of 
Peace, and be ſaved. Thus you find St.-Peter acting, and 
upon this very Conſideration, II Pet. 1. 13, 14. Tee, 1 
| think it meet, as long as I am in this Tabernacle, to ſt ir you 
| ap, by putting von in Remembrance. Knowing that I muſt 
_ ſhortly put off this Tabernacle. . 
2. lis a moſt ſuitable means in the Hands of an Almigh- 
ty and Gracious Spirit, to quicken and awaken unprofitable 
Hearers, The Death of a Miniſter may do that for ſome, 
which the faithful Pains and Labours of many Yearscou'd 
not accompliſh. The choiceſt Dainties, when they have 
been long fed upon, [Joſe their Reliſh, and grow leſs Sa- 
pid than before ʒ the Appetite don't receive them with the 
ſame Degree of Pleaſure, but is apt to ſurfeit, and at length 
to under value and deſpiſe them. The Caſe before us is but 
N . too 
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don too much parallel; an able and powerful Miniſtry, long i l 


eat End conſtantly enjoy d. grows leſs entertaining: People 
Tis ſuffer themſelves to grow nice and curious, and a drowſie 
ICl- Indiſpoſition of Mind ſteals upon them, under their S- 

How. But the Death of ſuch Miniſters, rubs off the Secu- 
us Fity, awakens and rouzes the Conſcience, and brings that 
of ome at once, which many Remonſtrances did not be- 
+; | 

3. Hereby Men are cured of their Partiality and Exceſ- 
ve Fondneſs. When they ſee the fineſt and beſt furniſh'd 
eſſels, are not only brittle, but become broker ones : Expe- 
ience convinceth of the Vanity to ſet too great a Price upon 
hem. Hereby they learn to be content with wearer Helps, and 
wer Attainments, The blefled God will not ſuffer his 
reatures to depend upon Inſtruments, and neglect Himſelf, 
f we over-rate any thing, he can ſoon daſh our [dol in 
ieces, and correct us with a Rod ot our own preparing. 
4. By this Method, the preſent State of the Church is bet- 


fer accommodated than any other way. If God had employ- 
in id Immortal Angels, the diſpenſation wou'd not have ſui- 
* d this Imperfect, this Mortal State ſo well, They might 


ndeed have done great things, they might have improv'd and 
rg'd home the Motives of our Religion at another Rate, 
han Men can do. They might have mov'd thoſe 
aflions which too often lie unhappily beyond our Reach. 
The Glory of this Adminiſtration wou'd bagtoo exceſſive, 
nd the manner of it too fine for us. It wou'd & Two 
tates, before the time, which are yet to be kept diſtin# 
nd entire. Our Minds are yet in a low State, ſhut up and 
iclos'd by Senſe and Body. Hence was it that an Au- 
directed Cornelius to ſend for Peter, who ſhould tell 
im what he ought to do. Ad, 10. 3, 5, 6. That 
ood Meſſenger knew very well what was to be done, but 


ance, The Treaty of Peace between God and Man, is 
eſt manag'd by Men of like Paſſions with. us. | p 
: 5. Goji 
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was none of his Province to preach Faith and Repen- 


| 


ao Sufficiency: In regard he's not confined to Inſtruments 


5. God, by this Method, glorifies his own Power 4 


any fort. The mighty Grace of God ſtands hereby adva 
ced into a clearer Light, than if the moſt Eminent Teac: 
ers were continu'd and tavour'd with an Immortality he 
The Advancement of Divine Power and Goodneſs is a d 
ſign which God will never leave off to purſue: And th 
eſpecially in the Succeſs of the Goſpel, By ſuch Peril 
ing Frail Creatures, as are employ'd to diſpenſe it. 2 Cor. By 
7. We have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the Exke 
lency of the Power may be of God, and not of us. When thqHrc 
Veſſels are broken, he furniſhes out new ones: Raiſes & 5 
others to ſucceed in the Place and Office of thoſe that : 
gone. And tho' the Tools he works with be mean 2 
„Contemptible, the Succeſs is no leſs, and the Glory d 
to the Great God is more conſpicuous, 1 Cor. 1. 21, 27. J. 
pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave them i ſo 
believe: And God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the Wo 
to confound the Wiſe ; and God hath choſen the weak thi 
7 the World to confound the things that are mighty : 4 
-baſe things of the World, and things that are deſpis d, | 
God choſen, &c., | 
6. Their Diſſolution makes way for their Triumphs: 
fit they receive their Crowns and Prizes when the Race 
won, and over. Thoſe that have been Early Ripe, - : 
well furniſh for their Work, and ſpent faſt, are ſoo 


admitted to the Joy of their Lord than others. God Ine 
kind and bountiful_Maſter, he meaſures out to us both Ino! 
Work and Time, and when they're both up and done wiſh ar 
he'll Diſmiſs and Reward us. | nth 
All theſe things being conſider'd, we may eaſily obſ: 
both the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of this Diſpenſation : T : 


it has its preſent and apparent Diſadvantages, with reg es 
to us; yet God Almighty gets Glory by it, and his H il 
Wiſe, and Righteous Ends, are duly ſubſer ved. \ tl 


Be Kr 
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ore we proceed to the other Branch of the Text it 


the preceding Difcourſe : And they are ſuch as 


1. What good uſe ſhou'd we make of Miniſters while 
Mave them! They muſt not continue long with s? by 
on of Death ; that Devourer will not ſpare the Strong 
udicious, the Soft and Moving, nor the Piercing and 
Wkening Preachers, All their excellent inward Furniture is 
Proof againſt his Aſſaults. And certainly Bleſſings of 
Service and Value, which are only continu'd at the 
ure of another, and may ſhortly be remov'd, ſhou'd 
ell improv'd the time we enjoy them. 5 


2. The Death of able and Faithful Teachers, tho 
ſolemn and ſurprizing, yet tis no new thing. It has 
the ſtated Method of Providence all along: Down 

ewiſh Diſpenſation, the peculiar People labour'd un- 
his Diſadvantage, their Spiritual helps were not ſuf- 
to continue by Reaſon of Death; and under the Admi- 
ation of the New Teſtament, the ſame common Rule 
ſerved. The Earth muſt not be forſaken for us, nor the 
remov'd out of his Place The moſt deſirable Inſtru- 


TWcred and common Characters are equally under the 
nce of Mortality. Neither St. Paul's great Judgement, 
Yholy Zeal for Chriſt and Souls; nor St. John's fla- 
and tender Love to both, did exempt them from the 
ation of the ſame Sentence. |; 


3. Tis therefore a great Duty to pray for Surviving 
ſters, that they may be long continu'd (if Sovereign Elea- 
will ſuffer it to be ſo) and made very uſeful. Tis 
the Father of Lights, that your Inſtructors derive 
Knowledge, and by his Bleſſing and — 

| - taat 


Ibe proper to note the Inference: that may be drawn 


s have always yielded to the ſtroke of Death. Men 


— - 
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that they are Succeſsful. The bleſſed God ſends forth 


ver they are diſtinguiſh'd and known, to help them 
your Prayers, as the kindeſt Office you can do them, of 


us more about the things that relate to Peace. $0 


the Faithful fail from among the Children of Me. 


(1@ } © 


to his Harveſt the faithful Labourers, and when they 
in it, gives them Acceptance and Strength. Upon 
Confideration, our Saviour commands, To pray to the 
of the Harveſt to ſend forth Labourers, Luke 10. 2. | 
at once acquaints' us both with our Duty and our En 
ragement; we pray to the Lord and Maſter of this W. th 
thatihe*wou'dsproſper his own Affairs, and provide 
ſelt:with Workmen. Let me entreat you, for all the Fe lo 
ful Miniſters of the everlaſting Goſpel, by what Names hi 


utterance may be given to them, that they may open i} 


. _ Months boldly, to make known the Myſtery of the © 


ſpel. Eph. 6. 18, 19. 


Inf. 4. How juſt is it to lament the Loſs of ſuch v 
one? Tis a common Calamity, : and the Providence 
ig with Judgment, when the Supream Lord calls h. 

his Envoys and Reſidents, ſhuts their Mouths, and ſe 
them into Silence, that we ſhall never hear them treat 


find the Pſalmiſt reſenting it, P/al. 12. 1. Help Lord / 
is the meaning of this Outcry ?. The Godly Man ceaſeth, 


If. 5. What Care is due to train up a Succeſſio 
Goſpel-Miniſters? In regard they are not ſnffered to 
tinue, - others muſt be provided to ſucceed, Care mul 
taken that the Lamp of God go not out amongſt us. 
Lights many of theq; are burned down, the Oyl, in ot 
is far ſpent, and Proviſion muſt be made for more. 
only our own, but the Intereſt of our Poſterity calls 
us to ſecure this Point: And I hope we have more et 
ged Proſpects, and are not ſo much bound up within an 
felves, as to diicharge all Concern. tor the riſing Gen 


tion. 


forth 
they 


Inf 6. How unhappy and miſerable is the Condition of 


obſtinate uareformed Sinners, who continue under the 


Dominion ct their beloved Vanities, - and negle& their 
higheſt and beſt Intereſts, thoſe of the Soul? Do you con- 
ſider, poor Souls, what you are a doing, and whither all 
this Inadvertency will lead you? Many Opportunities, the 
beſt of Means, and a great Length of Patience, hae been 
loſt upon you ; and is the Righteous God calling home 
his Ambaſſadors, whom he ſent to negotiate. a Peace be- 
tween Heaven and you, and will you cleave to your 


Iins? I'm ſure, it looks with a melancholy Aſpe& on you: 
no 


as if the Time for the Treaty were near an End, an 


more Terms of Peace to be offered to fo vile Deſpiſers. 


Inf. 7. Is this the ſtanding Order? How juſt and rea- 
ſonable is it, that we reſign and ſubmit to the Sovereign 
Will of God, when he takes away our moſt deſirable and 
excellent Inſtructors 2 The Strokes of this Kind are truly 
ſad and aſſlictive, but not to be diſputed : Tis the ſtated 
Order and Method in all Ages. How great is the Rebellion 
in ſuch Worms as we, to oppoſe our ſelves to the Vi of 
our Maker ! To contend with the Almighty! To be in 
perpetual War with Neceflity ! As hopeleſs and ridiculous 
as it were to ſtretch out the Hand, and pretend ta (top the 
Motions of the Moon, or change the Determination of 
the Winds. It is evidently our Duty and Intereſt, to ſub- 
mit willingly, and with Chearfulneſs, to what admits of 


Ino Controul. The Divine good Pleaſure muſt be done, 


and will not conſult us, what and how that ſhall be. 


If. 8. This beſpeaks us all, . Miniſter and People, to 
be ready to die. The moſt of our Unwillingneſs to de- 
part, (except what is interwoven with our Conſtitution 
and Make ) ariſeth from our ——— to die, either real 

| or 


| T 12 - 
.or imagin'd. That we may have no ſuch Clog upon our 
Spirits, when our Summons draws near, lets be caſting of 
every Wecrght, and the Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, Heb, 
12. 2. Let's be ready with our Lamps trim'd and our Loins 
irt, waiting alſo for the Coming of our Lord, Luke 12. 35, © 
36. We have the ſame Principles of Mortality, that were th 
in ou departed Friends: We are caſt in the ſame Mould, fl © 
and are equally under the ſame Law ct Mortality with] 1 
them, and we muſt die out of this compounded State. ed 
| that we may be born into the inviſible, the Diſembodied f fu 
Ore. If this be our Caſe, Let's comply with it, and be- I 
come Conſenters to what God has determin'd. Reſiſtance w 
; wou'd be fruitleſs and in vain. ta 
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Inf. 9 This recommends Diligence and Fidelity to ſur- ſp 
viving Miniſters. As it has been, ſo it will be: They who] ha 
were in the Goſpel-Miniſtry, before us, are called away w 
by Death; Many that were our Fellow-Labourers are a, 
diſmiſs'd. A very little while may turn the fame upon] w. 
us. We cannot be ſuffered to continue long by Reaſon 
of Death, and what Duty and Chriſtian Obligations 
| ſhould this bind upon us? Surely to be very zealous and 
i active while we are in our Work, and very ſtudious 01 
and thoughtful how to do it well and ſucceſſively. We w 
 ſhonld be much more ſolicitous for the Honour of our In 
|; - Ever Bleſſed Lord, and for the Good of his Flock, than 
| for ' any: of our little Concerns and Emoluments. What 

are theſe deluſory, theſe flying | leaſures, Men are ſo in- h. 
| veigled with, if compar'd with the ſolid, the ſubſtantial I y 

| and unfading Joys of our Saviour's Preſence and Favour! ;; 

You know, My Hononred and Dear Brethren, it was the 
„„ dying Legacy of one (a) very dear to us, 
| ( whoſe great Worth made him uſeful and deſi- 
| ll rable whilſt he liv'd with us, and much lamented when in 

li remov'd) that we ſhould be frcere and faithful; * 
70 that 
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that contain the Subſtance of our Duty as Chriſtians, and 
as the Minifters of Feſas. We have all the ſacred Obli- 
gitious that can be laid upon Men, to be ſo: Thę Tyes 
of Relation between us and our dearly beloved Moplez 
Our own ſolemn Vows and Promiſes, and the great Au- 
thority of Feſws Chriſ}, and his Spirit in the Apoſtles Our 
Office is founded upon the Grant and Commiſſion of our 
bleſſed Saviour, and the Laws of the ſame Office are fix- 
ed and determin'd by him. Stewards muſt be found faith. 
ful; and we pretend to be no more than Stewards of the 
Divine Myſteries, 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. And this is attended 
with an Aceonntableneſs to the chief Lord, the great Foun- 
tain of our Power, for our Talents and Opportuni- 
ties; as we have received of the Lord, ſo muſt. we lay out, 
ſpend and be ſpent, for him and his Service: As we 
have had Seaſons to do good, ſo the Improvement of em 
will be:look'd after. Let us therefore, as dying Men and 
dying Minifters, take heed to our Selves, and the Flocks over 
which the Holy Ghoſt has made us Overſeers, Acts 20. 28. 


Having thus. briefly-runhrough the former and darker, 
I ſhall next conſider the brighter Side of our Subject. The 
one gives us but a melancholy penſive View; The other 
will open to us a Scene adorned with more grateful 


Images. 


Our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt continueth ever, and 
hath a Prieſthood that fails not, tho' the Time of our 
Miniſtration muſt be determin'd by Death. But becauſe he 
continneth ever, he hath an unchangeable Prieſthood. 


Here I ſhall _. 1 Re 
(r.) Explain and clear up the Meaning of theſe Words, 


in ſome proper Queſtions. 


(2) 


C 2 


— 
—w 


4) 


L 


which ill ſerve as Securities and Pledges of this great 
Bleflinfe | Mes © 


| (30 1 ſhall draw ſome Suitable Compla ints from the 
whole, and accommodate the Matter to our own very 
mournful and ſolemn Circumſtances. | | 


1. To explain this a little, it will not be amiſs. to pro- 


poſe this. 


Queſt. 1. What is this Prieſthood of our Lord. which 
is here ſpoken of? | 


Anſ. 'Tis one great Branch of his Mediatorial Office, and 
conſiſts of two Parts, his Oblation and Interceſſron, by which 


he gave a moſt full and perfect Satisfaction to the divine 


governing Juſtice, on our Behalf, and continues his good 


Offices for our Salvation, This Prieſtly Office is moſt þ 


juſtly aſcribed to the Lord REdeemer, as he executed it 


on Earth, and diſcharges it in Heaven. Some there are 


indeed, who would advance a third Part of the Mediator's 


Prieſthood, namely the Bleſſing he beſtows upon his 


People. But this may more properly be reduced to the 


former, as it is rather the Compleatment and Conſummati- 
on of them both, than a diſtinct Branch. Let us think a lit- 


tle at theſe Two. 


(1.) The Oblation: That Satisfaftion he gave to 
the Juſtice of God as a Righteous and Holy Govern- 


"our, whereby the divine Majeſty was honourably re- 


reconciled to the revolted Creature; and it moſt comfor- 
tably ſecur'd the Favour of its God. Thus we read, 


en Lord gave himſelf for us, an Offering and Sacrifice unto 


God 


(2 ad Offer Arguments to prove the Thing aſſerted, 


| ©: > 5a 
od, for a ſweet ſmelling Savour, Eph. 5. 2. I ſhalſ nor 
re ſpend Time to prove from Scripture (which would 
very eaſy to do) that our Lord did pay ſuch a ſtipula- 
d Price as vas pleaſing and ſufhcient for our Redemp- 
Dn. | , 
And this he performs in Heaven too, preſenting him- 
f in the Holy of Holies for us, Heb. 9. 12. By his own 
gol he entred in once into the Holy Place, having obtain'd 
ernal Redemption for us. Where he plainly alludes to 
e High Prieſt in the Moſaic Diſpenſation, who went in; 
the Sanctuary, and there ſprinkled the Blood of th 
crifice, as an Atonement to God for Sin. So our bleſſed 
viour does ſomething Anallagons to it, and as effectu- 
y as if he made a daily Offering of himſelf to the Fa. 
er: His Blood, as it is the Blood of the Son, as well as 
e Surety, has moſt tender and prevailing Accents, the 
pſt powerful and perſwafive Rhetoric in the Ears of the 
zhteous God. This ſeems to be hinted at. Heb. 12. 24. 
ere hjs Blood is repreſented ſpeeking better things than 
Blood of Abel. The latter crying to God for Vengeance 
ainſt Cain, but the former pleading for the full Remiſ- 
n of our Sins. His Appearance there is that of a Lamb 
ich had once been ſlain. with all the glorious Marks an 
natures of his Wounds upon him. 


ro- 


- 


i- B2dly. The Interceſſion of our Lord Feſws is another Branch 
lit- his Prieſtly Office: This is not to be underftood as 
he entreated like a Man, or beg'd as a Suppliant; who 
plores Relief where none is due: That wou'd not fuit 
> Excellency and Perfection of his exalted State. His 
wer and Credit in Heaven, don't admit of it. But 'tis 
being 13 at the right Hand of God, appearing 

us, and on our Behalf, applying conſtantly the Be- 


fit of his Merit to us in the Pardon of Sin, &c. for 
r Salvation. The Scriptures have indeed made uſe 
of 
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nu'd and brought to greater Maturity and Perfectio 


ly ſuited to the Neceſſities of poor Sinners; An Off 


, Dignities of Eſſential and Injur'd Juſtice, to propiti: 


ble; that is, ſo much appropriate, and ſo well eſtabliſi 


CE Eg (16) | 
of - ſomething a various Stile to repreſent this Part et. 
Chriſts by; tis all however too narrow and imperfeqhys 
tho it be inſtructive enough. He is called an Advocal 
an Interceſſor, a Mediator, a Dayes-Man, &c. All th 
are ſignificant of ſomewhat very great and conſiderabſffic 
but his Care and Sufficiency exceeds them every one. fea 
does all for Clients, that others could pretend to, aqhan, 
much” more, in a Manner much more excellent and quſyp 
ſuperior. He employs his Intereſt with the Father as T 
fectually, as if he lay proſtrate upon the Ground, refrcs 
ug the Memory of his Sufferings, and expoſing ase 
Wounds. u 

Tis common to conſider both theſe as diſtinct frag. 
one another, and may be of Advantage to clear Mchth. 
Apprehenſions; yet they are but Parts of the ſame 
cerdotal Office, and may be diſtinguiſhed as a Thing 
gun and yet uncompleat, is from the ſame Thing con»; 


For what is the Sacrifice of our Lord, but the Found 
tion of his Interceſſion; and the Interceſſion, but the O 
lation carried on and improv d?. 

In a Word, this is the Office that is ſo we'l and wil 


Erected by Divine Authority, to ſecure the Rights aſk 


the Father's angry Omnipotence, and to Jay the For 
dation of the Criminals. Reconciliation and Peace wi 


God. 


Breſt. 2 In what Senſe, is the Mediator's Prieſthoc 
ſtil'd Onchangeable e 


Anſ. The Epithet 472e/61o, ſignifies a Thing unalicr 


that it can neither paſs away, nor be transfer'd upon * 
5 the 


— 


6 
Part er. Now, this don't intend that the Redeemer is al- 

ys to remain a Frieſt in the perpetual Diſcharge of eve- 

Part of that Office: But 'tis meant of the Ferſon in- 

ſted with this Office. He's Unchangeable, and ſo his 
fice endures as long as there ſhall be any the leaſt } 
caſion and Neceſlity for it. The Manner of it may be 
ang'd,tho' the Subſtance may remain. Thus it is principally 
Yopos'd to the Succeſſion of Prieſthood among the - Fews. 
'Tis moſt certain he will continue in this Station, ſo 
ng as there's any Need of it, and when that Neceſſity 
aſeth, he'll deliver up the Kingdom to God, even they 
ther, 1 Cor. 15. 24, 28. Then cometh the End, when 
Me ball have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the + 
ther, when he ſhall have put down all Rule, and all Autbo- 
ty and Power. And when all things ſhall be ſubdued to = 
„, then ſhall the Son himſelf be ſubje& to him that put all | 
ines under him, that God may be all is all. 1 
Tis not ſafe nor modeſt enough to determine what is | 
eant here. by delivering up the Kingdom : Whether it 

tends only the Mediator's rendring an Account to God 

e Father of his Deputation and Charge, to ſubdue 
Enemies, and ſave thoſe who were given him to be- 

ne his Purchaſe :. Or, whether he ſhall-quite lay down- 

s Commiſſion, and neither govern nor advocate any. » || 
ore under the Character of a Mediator, (which as I take | 
is not very probable: ) or that the Form ſhall be 

anged, and every Perſon in the facred Trinity more 
Imeciately and more expreſly concern'd in Government, | 
of no great Importance to us now. | i 


2ucſt. 3, What does this great, this everlaſting High | 
Wieſt eontinue to perform for ns? There muſt be ſome 
1crWinent and glorious Work lying upon his Hands on the 
1h half of his Purchaſe. 3 4a x60 
ar Anſwer, To clear up, and go fully through 

| all 


— 


all the Parts of this Enquiry, would take up more Tit - | 
and Length than we can ſpare upon this Occaſion : Off tt 
Proſpect of it muſt therefore be more narrow and caſy,,j 


ſin'd. 


mp 


1. The great High Prieſt, our Advocate, in Glory ente 4 


tains a more entire and tender Affection for his Chur 
He carried our Nature with him into Glory. Tis nir 
a living and glorious Conſort with him in that bliſs 
State, and he retains thoſe kind Propenſions, he alwa 
had towards his Diſciples. See with what Tenderneſs 
took leave of his Followers ; He m up his Hands a 
* bleſſed theme, before he aſcended, Lu{.24. 50, 51. The |: 
Act was an Act both of Authority and Love, that he mig 


— Aſſurance that his Power and Inclinations are . 
ame they had always been. ; my 

2. He entertains the moſt gracious Pity for us, and Sy * 
pathy along with us, under every Unhappineſs. The U * 
eaſineſs and many Frailties of our preſent Condition need p 


and He's exactly ſuited to ſupply all the Spiritual Wants 
Followers can be reduc'd to. How ſtrongly is this 
ſerted by the great Apoſtle, Heb. 4. 15. For we 6: 

not en High Prieſt which cannot be touched with the Feeling of 
Infirmities, &c. where two Negatives are employ'd to ma 
the Affirmation more aſſur d and ſtrong. (9. d.) undonbte: 
we have an High Prieſt who is touched, and does (-uuna)j 
ſuffer with us. | 


+: Our Advocate above is employ'd to furniſh and pi 
vide for us: When he aſcended, his Bounties were di 
ns'd with no fparing Hand. He left many Memorials 
is Kindneſs; and now from above, He's conſtantly « 
patching down freſh Bleſſings and Reinforcements to his 

115 Tit: 


ant Church. and to all the Members of it that are brought 

to living Union with himſelf, Eph. 4. 8, 15, 16. This 
that Univerſal Head of the Church, from whom the 
ad colhole derives vital Infliences, and by whom they are 
)mpatted and built up together, He provides for all the 
embers of his Myſtical Body; for Paſtors, that they 


e Tit 


— ay have proper Furniture and be Uſeful; for every 
murq;e in his Place and Order, that he may Grow and be 
=: dified. & | | 

Dlifsf 13 5 
* 4. He's employ'd to comfort and aſſiſt us. This Vale of 


ears is filled with Complaints, with many Diſapointments 
Id with many Sorrows, which make an Inviſible Inter- 
© 'Surſe and Correſpondence- with Heaven, by which freſh 
MESys and Bleſſings are convey'd, to become neceſſary for 
re ig. That Chriſtians mayn't fink for want of Relief and Joy, 

ur exalted Redeemer has commiſſion d the bleſſed Spirit, 
F his Deputy, to ſupply his Abſence. For what the 


| Sy omforter has ever done fince the Time he made his moſt 
* aal Deſcent into this World, and what he continues 


perform, was purchaſed by our bleſſed Lord, aud we 
ceive it at his Inſtance, and under his Directions. Jobn 


16.—16. 7, 13, 14. 


p 
ch 5. He's to ſave and to receive us up to Glory : He has 
ot his Name in vain, Feſws, for he ſhall ſave his People. 


his he does not only in frequent temporary Salvations, 
ut in that which is the End of our Faith, the Salvation 


our Souls. And the Reaſon of this he fixeth upon his 
een immortal Life, John 14. 19. Becauſe 1 live, ye ſhall 
1 alſo. i. e. Since the Head is alive, and poſſeſt with In- 
a1; (ences and Gifts ſufficient for us, and has in his Cuſto- 
ily Manſions to aſſign us, we ſhall both live a Life of Grace 
4 ere, and of Glory hereafter. 
„in a Word, he coutinueth' ever to do all we need, 


"Fat our Happineſs may be compleat ; that he may effectu- 
D ally 


ally deliver us from Sin and Danger, and inveſt us wi 
thofe Honours and Priviledges, he has purchas'd at thPatl 
Expence of his own moſt precious Blood. e | 
oh | ain 
2. I come next to treat of the Proofs and Securitig he 
of this: That this is the Doctrine of the Holy Scripture 4 
appears from what has been advanc'd on the former Heaſhe | 
The Pledges and Securities for it, are theſe, e 
„ um 
1. The Conſtitution of his Perſon. The Lord Chrigpo" 
was eminently fitted for an enduring Office; The Dei. 
aſſuming the Human Nature into a Perſonal Subſiſtenq 3 
with it ſelf. Now the unchangeabte God can't fail ne 
faint; he can't deſert his Office, nor abdicate his G 
vernment. Death, and all its cruel Train, has no mo 
to do with our exalted High Prieſt : He dies no more, hi 
ving broken the Bands of Death. As no eternal Fort 5 
can deprive him of his Charge and Truſt, ſo his.owg<e 
| moſt blefled Tnclinations towards his Feople will nev; 
on. ceaſe” et 
11. The Human Nature in our Lord is of a peculiar make 
1 It has the common eflential Properties, yet with fingul: 
| Advantages. *Twas framed 'and' conſtituted with a mo 
exquilite Fitneſs for the Work of a Faithful and a Mercifi 
High-Prieſt, More, far more Mercy being in the temperc 
ourBleffed Saviour, than in any meer Man. If to this wi 
add the Excellency” of the Divine Nature, we'll fee, tha 
all the Angels con'd never have loved us fo well. He | 
the very Son of God; and how agreeable, how pleaſinggou 
tor God to love and do good! 
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2. The Deſignation of this excellent Perſon to thaſin 
Office. His Inauguration was very ſolemn, and was con! 
firmed with an Oath to ſecure his Perpetuity. P/al. iet. 
4. Thou art a Prieſt for ever, aſter the Order of MelchizF 

dec i. e. Thou art by Solemnities of Enſtalment andy”! 
| IT Oath 
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e ö 
at Math, made a Prieſt never to die, 'whoſe Office can't 
e tranſlated to another. This was done by the Foun- 
ain of all Power and Authority, the Lord Jehovah; 
iti be Lord ſaid to my Lord. So John 6. 27. For him hath 
e Father ſealed : That is, deſigned, fitted, ſet apart for 
2 Office of Mediator. If ſo, who or what can chan 
e Appointment? Has God the Father ſet him up, 11 
im 8 High Prieſt? Who then can diſplace and re- 
Hove him? * 


Dei | | 
ſtend 3. The Neceſſities of his Church require that he endure for | 
il ne&ver; that his! rieſthood be unchangeable. He is the Re- | 


nedy we needed, and was provided by infinite Wiſdom 
ind Grace: He muſt therefore be every Way fit, and ſuf- 
ciently furniſhed for us. While the Church is militant, 
ts clear that ſuch an high Prieſt does become us, and we 
eed all his kind Attempts for our Good. Daily Pollu- 
ion requires daily Fardon; new Guilt needs renewed 
leanſing. What would become of all our Prayers and 


nakeMlcars, if this Bleſſed Saviour did not intereſt himſelf 
gulihn them, and render them acceptable thro' his own 
mo Merit? 


After Time is ended, and Affairs ad juſted at that great 
Day, the Church will not indeed be under the ſame Ne- 
eflity of an Advocate to plead a Pardon, yet tho' the 
Manner of his Employment may change, I ſee no Cauſe 
Mo think he will totally give over and ceaſe to act for 
Pur Benefit. Tho“ he continue not to intercede, he may 
be a Pledge and Security of oureverlaſting Reſt and Peace 
with God; as being one in our Nature glorified, and 
thalin whom the bleſſed God is ever well pleaſed. The 
-onfGlory and Renown of his Atchievements will be His 
110Ycternally. 

2% And truly ſuch Thoughts as theſe ſeem to be confir- 
and] med, by obſerving that the Redeemer is to be veſted 


th with our Nature (for ought appears to the contrary ) for 
| 2 ever* 


* 
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Work: He abideth ever, and needs none to perform wha 
he has undertaken to do. He ſtipulated nothing but whaf 


VVV 
ever, And pray to what purpoſes? Surely for ſome goo inſe 
and great Reaſon ; for ſonie Benefit and Advantage t * : 
the Church Triumphant, Not to infiſt, that the Lam . 
Throne is ſaid to be eternal, Rev. 22. 3. and that H 
is ſaid to lead and feed his Church; which certainly mean h 0 
ſomething conſiderable and tranſcendent tho we dare n . 
pretend to determine exactly what it is. But thus much ſh; . 
ſerve for the Doctrinal Part: My next Work ſhall be t * 
make ſome Application. * 


ver. 

To apply the Doctrine of Chriſt's abiding Prieſthoodfoht 
eſpecially. to our preſent Caſe I ſhall be as brief as I cahnd 
in laying down theſe following Deductions. 


em 
1. Tis not fit we ſeek after any of his Order to do hi 


was in his own Power, and his Faithfulneſs will nevel 
permit him to decline exerting his Ability and Power. Le! 
the Romiſb Church look to it, how they'll anſwe 
for the Indignities they offer him in their Maſſes, dimi 
niſhing thereby the Credit of his Sacrifice: And thei 
Setting up Saints and Angels as Interceſſors, whereby the - 
ſully the Glory of his Interceſſion for the Church. 

I might here alſo take another fort of People to Task 
who deny the Deity of our bleſſed Saviour, and deftroj 
the true Notion of his Prieſthood, on Earth and in Hea 
ven. But this is not a Place nor Seaſon for Controverſy, 


2. Here's great Encouragement for Miniſters (and Ser. 
vants under the Lord Jeſas ) to look to him for Succeſs 
and Support in their Work. We are not of our Sel ve, 
ſufficient for theſe Things, nor can we demand the de- 
ſired Succeſs: But our Abilities are from him, as are 
our Succeſſes too, We are changeable Creatures, lyable 
to many Aſſaults; are often at a Loſs what to do: But 
he ſtands as an immoveable Point, and cannot be non. Ji 
vids ö | 9 piassd r 


(23) 

Juſs'd in the moſt intricate Caſe. Among the many Trou- 
Dies that lye near our Hearts, this is one, that we muſt 
ave our Congregations, when Death gives the Stroke, 
ho' there be many that have not yet ſubmitted-to the 
Fcepter of our Lord. How fad is this Reflection to a 
over of Souls, who knows their great Worth and 
Danger? Nevertheleſs;- tis a Cordial to us in all our 
oublous Thoughts, that our High Prieſt continueth 
yer. He can take Care of his Flock without our Over- 
oodghts he can raiſe up others to enter upon our Labours 
nd [do what he ſaw not fit we ſhould do among 
em ] perform fuch Services as his Wiſdom would not 
Ingage us in. | | | 

vz So if our Work lie heavy upon us, either as to the 
-haWreatneſs of it, or about the Succeſs; here we have our 
eve Relief: Let's go to the chief Shepherd for Wiſdom, Strength 
Ind Succeſs. The Way of Prayer has been often tryed 
wellnd proved to be a ſafe and ſucceſsful one in this Caſe : 
mind therefore let us beg from him all we need, to make 
ur Work and Way proſperous. 


3. This may ſerve to excite and quicken the ſerious 
hriſtian to truſt in the Lord Feſas, for Help in Trouble. 
ro Ve have many an Afflictive Trial abiding us in this World, 
ez ith many Temptations and Failings: What a Brood of 
ſy f Sins do infeſt the preſent State, and how much Need 
© Wave the beſt of a very ample and perfect Sacrifice? The 
Word 7e%% is the very excellent commiſſioned and appro- 
el: one you need% make Tryal of his Love and Suffi- 
10 tency. Heb. 5. 2. He can have Compaſſion on the ignorant, 
ed on them that are out of the Way. The Greek is full 
Ind inſtructive „luerpiora bei dlu,ie O, 7. d. He hath an inward 
le Vill, Power and Ability to have Compaſſion, and that 
"'Wccording to every one's Proportion of Neceſſity and 
TWiſtreſs. Tis a Word directly oppoſed to the Apathy 
pr the Stoicks, to their pretended Unconcernedneſs and 

| | Want 


— 
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a Want of Paſſion and Reſentment. The High Pric A 


ver fails. They, like Lamps and Tapers, are ſpendin 


Mouths of the moſt eloquent Preachers, ſo it puts an En 
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was to provide the Sacrifice, according to the Nature 
the Offence, for which an Oblation was to be made 
after he had well conſidered the Nature of the Crime, : 
whether it was a Sin of Ignorance or Preſumption, &. 
Accordingly our Lord and Saviour does adjuſt and pre 
portion his Condolances, his Bleſſings, his Sacrifice a neſt 
the Comforts of it, to the Meaſure and Magnitude « he 
our Grievances. | 2 = +; 
So that there can be no Burden upon the Conſcienc th 
too great for him to eaſe you of; no Affliction too ſnai . 
for him to abate and moderate its Force; no Conditio at. 
of your Life natural or ſpiritual, but he can accommodate 
He can condeſcend to the moſt ignorant, the moſt weafſ*"< 
and infirm Souls in his Service, ap 
4. This adminiſters Comfort to Chriſtian Socictie%): 
againſt the Loſs of their moſt faithful and able Paſtors, W 
ſhould lift up our Heads from the Tombs of mortal Te: 
chers, to the Throne of our glorified Lord. Let the Emp pf o. 
tineſs of all others fix us more cloſely unto him who nt 


faſt, and going out, one after another; but He, like th. 
Sun, is full of Light and Heat; the one to guide, the othe 
to quicken and cheriſh his Saints. As Death ſtops th 


to the Prayers and Wreſtlings of the moſt importunate Sup 
plicants: But, this High-Prieſt hus no ſuch Reſtraints lat 
upon him, he does not ceaſe to inſtruct and piead for u 
His Cares are many about Souls, his Fulneſs is ſufficie 
for their Help, and he is as ready to diſpenſe, as he is ab 
to relieve: Why then (ſhou}d we be Faithleſs and Timerous he c 
With Him are all the Gifts and Graces which the Chur} L. 
needeth : And why ſhall we limit Him where he has not Nee 
mited himſelf? $24 d 


Mech 


\ 


* 


— —— — 


rie As this advanceth the Lord 7M above the Tribe of 
ei, ſo it aſſerts the Priviledges of the Goſpel above thoſe 


no f the Lay: Gives Chriſtians Advantages that are never 
e. be forgotten. A clear Manifeſtation of Chriſt's Prieſt- 


Hod, which. was but ſhadowed to the Jews, in Types and 
pre lark Sayings. And our great Encouragements are ſuch as 
Fanlbeſe, That the Goſpel Miniſtry ſhall never be quite loſt: 
> he Powers of Darkneſs may rage, and ſhake their Chains, 
hat can't prevail, while our Blefled Lord and Maſter reign- 
th over all, and undertakes to ſupport and defend us. 
hart Promiſe tells us how careful he'll be in this Matter, 
at. 28. 20. And lo I am with you alway, even unto the End 

the World. An Inviſible Power is engaged for the De- 
ence and Continuance of thoſe, whom he has employ'd 
o teach his People: Particular Perſons fail and die, but 
he Order ſhall not, while there is Work to be done, and 
Souls to be Converted and Edified. | 

Nor is it to be overlook'd here, That the weakeſt In- 
Ftruments can be of great Uſe, under the kind Influences 
Pf our Bleſſed Mediator: Who is ſufficient for theſe Things ? 
fany be, tho' in a ſmall and low Degree, tis from that 
Jinhey derive it. Every good, and every perfect Gift, cometh 
. thiiown from above, And among thoſe, the Gifts and Fur- 

iture of the Miniſtry; as alſo the Succeſs that attends em. 
Tis He that gives Entrance to his Word, and by the di- 
ine Spirit opens the Avennues of the Soul, to entertain 
nd obey it. And however imperfect our Prayers and 
raiſes be, they want not a ſufficient Recommendation to 
Pod the Father. He continueth ever in his Office, 
-ier$#2 perfume our daily Sacrifices, to ſprinkle them with his 
abſprecious Blood, and make them pleaſing and acceptable to 
he divine Ma jeſty. ” 


ba Tis true, the juſt Rights of the Chriſtian Church have 
\t Peen often invaded; the Enemy has been ſuffer d to deſtroy 


Ind deface the Beauty and Luſtre of God's Houle, _ to 
| urn 
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burn, conſume and act many Cruelties upon the |} y 
ving Temples: But er all, our Lord and Saviour cagþ, 
ſed the Clouds to diſperſe, he made the Church to emerqn 

again, from her Troubles and Diſtreſſes. He has mai! 


convincingly approved himſelf a watchful and ſufficieſſv- 


Patron of the Chriſtian Society. The remarkable Veng 8 
ance that fell upon the primitive Perſecutors, their Deatſi ian 
and the Manner of it, as related by Lad antius, ſhew thi. 1. 
clear ly. In every Age ſince, there have not wanted ſon . 
to exerciſe the Faith and Patience of the Saints: Upon ti hi: 
Riſe and great Progreſs of Arianiſim, how did the faithf ay « 
mourn? What horrid Cruelties were committed then? . rer 
a Stop was put to that Plague in due Time, and then th er 
Church had Reſt for a Time, till Riches and Grande q .. 
made her ſlumber; and by Degrees, 1 Lene 
and Idolatry came in. But this alſo was removed in goof... 
Part by the Reformation, a Thing truly wonderful, and prove... 
ſufficiently our bleſſed Saviour's Concern for the Church. end 
Let us not deſpond and be exceſſively troubled, wheſſ, q | 
our Lord is changing his Servants, calling ſome home rin. 
Death, ſeeing himſelf continueth ever, and is veſted witÞ.:. 
an unchangeable Office, He will provide for his ow 
Houſhold, and he has undertaken to do it. Truſt his Fidelity 
his Love, his All-Sufficiency, to do what he engag'd for T 
| n 
5. Let this encourage us all to employ the Lord Jeſqer, 
Chriſt as our High Prieſt: Tis the very Uſe our Apoſtiſis m 
makes of it in the Verſe after the Text, Mherefore Met b 
is alle to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come to God l ch 
him, ſeeing He ever liveth to make Interceſſion ſaircu 


them. Come let us conſent together to yeild our ſelves tof Bu 


and ſubmit to him. Are you willing to be ſaved nent 
the Way preſcribed by the Goſpel? Why ſtand you offs. 
There's a Sacrifice already offered and accepted for yougmul 


The Mediator loves to take care of your Concerns; hiſtho 


Interceſſion is employ'd for you; and his holy Spirit punt 
dealing with you. [ wy 
5 alg' 


e s it not better to come willingly unto this bleſſed Sa- 
r Cour, and be made happy by him, than to provoke 
nerqm to drive you into endleſs Perdition? The Miſery 
mq; in be inexpreſſibly great, for ſuch as deſpiſe this great 
icie! [lv-tion. The Cauſe will really turn upon this Hinge in 
engge Sequel: Either you muſt be Volunteers under Chriſt's 
eatſnner, and be ſaved by him; or be involuntary Sufferers 
v thi der a moſt Righteous Sentence, 
fonfl well, as he abideth ever to be a Mediator for us, let's g0 
mti him with our Morning and Evening Sacrifices, that he 
* ay offer and bleſs them for us. If we have our Peace- 
" TÞSf:riugs, or Thank- Offerings to make, expect Acceptance 
n the em only thro the Lord Jeſs. Alas! All our humble 
ide d contrite Acknowledgments in Confeſſion of Sin; all our 
titiqprneſt Su plications and Entreaties in Prayer; all our 
Socftaiſes and Thankſgivings, in Adoration, wou'd vaniſh 
r0'Sto meer Air, if the Lord Feſws be not employ'd to recom- 
b. end em for us. But, on the other Hand, the meaneſt 
whe moſt interrupted, fincere Deſires and Addrefles, if 
ze VBrinkled with his Blood, they'll be accepted and obtain 
wieir End. 


lit Tbe Concluſon. | 


for T ſeems I am partly under Reſtraint in what ſhoul 
next come to be done, the Character of my dear Bro- 
Jeſifer, the late Precious and Valuable Mr. CBhorlton. It was 
oſtilis modeſt Requeſt to his worthy Executor, that he ſhould 
e t be commended in his Funeral Sermon. I ſhall pay as 
ach Deference and Regard to both as I can, preſent 

ircumſtances being conſidered and allowed for. 

to] But, as Love is talkative, ſo is Grief too, when it gets 
dient: When both unite, the Torrent runs more impetu- 
offflus. I muſt therefore crave Leave to bewail a little, what 
ou muſt not praiſe. It wou'd have been a truly pleaſing Work 
hiſtho' not an eaſy one) to have gratified you with an Ac- 
it Punt of Mim whom we all fincerely loved, and ſincerely 
[$cep over. And ſurely ſo great Loſers as we, may be in- 


ulg d a little in our Complaints. 
| E | Shall 


Fry) 


Shall I gay. we are this Day lamenting « very great L of; 


it is for much better Company; he's gone to the Genen 


to! Diſpenſer of the Sacred Myſteries? You know, 'twas neve 


Tis fo to his Family; to his Brethren in the Miniſt: y ; i 
this. Congregation ; to my ſelf in particular. If ſo, wh 
can be ſilent? | ers Wi 

You his Family; your Loſs is truly great. I wont a 
gravate your Sorrows, they are ſharp already, and ve 
juſt, You had one in him, that was in all Relations de 
firable ; all that a Creature cou'd be to ye. Seek an Intere 
in the Unchangeable God, whoſe Preſence and Bleſſing c: 
abundantly make up all that's gone. Remember thoſe wiſf 
and grave Counſels he gave you, while he was yet amon 
you :* That will be your trueſt Wiſdom, and greateſt [ 
tereſt, And for your Comfort, pray conſider, he that waſh 
oft in violent Paroxiſms, ſhall be no more tormented wit 
that dreadful Diſtemper, The Stone: He hath left you, b 


Aſſembly, to the Bleſſed Family Above; and changed hi; 
Relation of a Head, a Father, a Brother, to be a Membe 


and Citizen there. | 
You, my honour'd and dear Brethren in the Miniſtry, you co 
in juſtly as Sharers in this Aſfliction. We all know how delightf 
he was to us, how firm and ſincere our Love was to him, and wi 
what Pleaſure we took Counſel together, for the common Benefit. W. 
now lament hie Death, who was of moderate, healing Principles, au 
gave Advices ſuitable to thoſe Principles. What remains for us, b 
to grow in Love to one another? We that ſurvive are loudly callet 
to this,by the Death of thoſe great ad excellent Men, Mr. Nemcen 
Mr. Eaton, Mr. Hnch, aud now Mr. Chorlton. Thus, God has di 
müiniſhed our Number, weagexcd our Streng ih in the way, and calls t 
to depend more entirely upon himſelf. | 
This Congregation is too deeply ſenſible of their Lofs, to nee 
a Monitor. Have you not loſt a wile, able, ſolid and power 


his way to perplex any Subject, nor to rip up our bleeding 
Wounds among Proteſtants. He had Charity, and made goo 
Uſe of it. Very far from that hot and malignant Temper tha 
prevails too much ia the World. As he preached the Goſpel 0 
Peace, ſo he prayed for Peace and earneſtly deſired it. 


To you therefore, my dearly Beloved in our Lord Jeſus, my Advict 
vpan this Afflictire Occaſion is, in general, to depend upon the Everivour 
g | laſts great 


[ offfliting High Pricſt, who reigns over all, a nd is ever at hand to r 
„; ere aad help us. Whag Comtort is it that Je/ws, the Son of God, is 
Ale Patron of our Cauſe, the Guardian of his Church, and the Dif 
Boer of his Miniſters ? Admir the worſt, that the beſt furniſhed are 
Fonic d from any further Labour among us, they fall before the 
t ag onqueror, and give up the Ghoſt : Yet we may ſtay our ſelves with 
VerShis, chat our Bleſſed Redeemer liveth, and continueth ever. 
sd Tho you change Paſtors very oft, by Death; tho you ſhould be 
ere alled to another Exerciſe of this Nature, e're long, (and alas! Who 
gos how ſoon that may be?) yet you need not fear changing the 
. Þreat High Prieſt : He abidech ever, and both can and will provide 
or you. | 
More particularly, theſe Things I recommead to you all, viz. 
t If 1. B h, u to God who faveur d you ſo long: That you had ſuch a 
' waworthy Perſon ſo ſeaſonably provided, and ſo well fitted to ſucceed 
witthe very Emineat Mr. Newcome. Very few cou'd have gone ſo far to- 
| byſfyards the fling his Room, and making up your great Lols in that 


Huſt not be forgot,tho' we have Troubles and Grievances ſucceeding. 
Twill be very narrow and ſelfiſh, to meaſure our Gratitude by pre- 
fent Enjoyments. ?Tis unworthy a Chriſtian Spirit to repine at the 
Hand of God, when he withdraws the Mercies we have long enjoyed : 


comiit looks as if our Thanks were Tan Mercenary, that we woud be 
zhtfiſeo longer in that Frame, than Providence obſerved our Way and our 
wii Deſires. | X 


, Wil 2. Remember the Word he has ſpoken to you in the Name of the Lord. 

To live according to his Doctrine and [aſtruftions, He was taken off 
in the midſt of a great Deſign amongſt us, in preaching over the De- 
calogue. But you had every Day ſomething that tended to quicken 
Adire& and ſupport you, in the Divine Life. This Providence comes 
as the Application of all his former Sermons, and God grant it may 
ome home upon the Conſcience of every one here, effeQtually / You 
of the yonger ſort, are more eſpecially concerned: The laſt Lord's 
Day that you heard my dear Brother, he was treating with you, to 
make you dutiful and good. Oh, think ſeriouſly of thoſe Things 
tat belong more particularly to your State! If you are good betimes, 
God will be your God, he'll never, never, leave you, nor forſake you. 
3. Be humbled for your own Unprofitableneſs : While you) en- 
Joy'd che Benefit of his truly uſeful Labours; how ſolid and weighty, 
plain, and yet ſtrong, were they? And is there not juſt Cauſe to accuſe 
your ſelves of coming far. very far ſhort? ?Tis the way to provoke: ' 
lvicYGod to farther Diſpleaſure, if you ben't humble, and don't endea- 
.verflvour an Amendment. If there be any here that is igngrant of che 
ſtiug great, and Fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, what can you have to 


alledge 


Reverend, Aged Perſon, as our Deceaſed Friend. Mercies enjoy'd 2 


| ory ofa ard eeoeiye heftrive to give you Spin 
Tual Life, by clearing up the Myſteries o@our Holy Religion? WR 
thou art a careleſs, indifferent, beſotted Creature, pray conſider hoi 
oſten he has dealt with thy Conſcience, to conyince and reform theg 
21:47 Help, Men and Brethren, by your moſt earneſt Prayers. I 
not likely that this Loſs can be ſpeedily, it ever, made vp, in af 
Reſpects : Yet the Reſidue of the Spirit is ſafely lodged in his Hands 
who will not ſuffer his own Work to ceaſe, nor his Lamps to 
quite extinguiſn'd. The Divine Aid, with what you have, and hi 
Bleſſing upon the Labours of the ſurviving Inſtrument, may be of 
Service to your Faith and Joy. As you wou'd have the Intereſts q 
your Bleſſed Saviour, and your Immortal Souls, to proſper in th 
midſt of you, fail not in this Duty. Forget not to pray for a healing 
Spirit, that the Bond of Peace and Love may be preſented amongſt u 
As to my Part in this heavy Affliction, tis fl greater than I. cat 
expreſs in Words. They who knew us both, can belt judge hou 
feeling the Stroke is to nme. 
I can truly employ David's Lamentation over his beloved an 
faithful Jonathan, 2 Sam. 1. 26. J am diſtreſſed for thee, my Brother 
Fry pleaſant ha ſt thou been unto me. And this, in many Inſtances 
How pleaſant in Publick Miniſtrations ? Where ſound, well-guided 
Reaſon, tan, as a conſtant Stream, through every of his Performances; 
Where Light and Warmth were juſtly attemper d. How exceeding 
pleaſant in the more retired Parts of our Converſation, in the Thing 
that became a Scholar! Very thoughtful, yet very communicative. 
Nor was this all, he was not only pleaſant to me in thoſe Speculati- 
ons, but in the Reſolations and Conſultations that became a Fellow 
Labourer. * How pleaſant and profitable was he, in the inward and 
endearing Communications that became a ſincere and honourable 
oem os res 
And now, after all, God has taken this endeared Friend and Bro: 
ther, into a nearer Union with himſelf : He has diſſolved the Rela 


tion between us, deprived me of One whom I entirely loved and 


.  tothis Reſolve, and joyn heartily in it, 


honoured, Friends fail, and all will fail ere long: Lord, fail not, 
forget not, forfake not the Work of thine own Hands! I 
But I maſt now diſmiſs this melancholy Subject, and leave the ret 
tobe ſigh'd and wept out. And that our Tears and Mourning may 
be of bleſſed Uſe to all of us, in Time, and in Erermity, let us come 


To ſurrender our ſelves, and all we have, unto the Lord our God 
thro” the Bleſſed Mediator, to be his faithful, acti ve and obedient 
Servants to the End of our Days. And t rely, whey the chi 
Shepherd ſbalbappe ar, we ſhall receive a Crown of, £2, that fadeth vo 
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